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Missouri River
Mainstem Reservoir System

Top of Exclusive Flood Control Zone: 2250 FT

Fort Peck: 3,675,000 Acre Feet (AF)
. 22.6% of Total Flood Control Storage

The reservoirs are to scale and represent
the relative size of the total flood control
storage (annual + exclusive) at the six
Missouri River Mainstem projects.

|

FORT

PECK GARRISON

Bismai'ck

Top of Exclusive FC Zone: 1854 FT
! Garrison: 5,711,000 AF
35.1% of Total Flood Control Storage

Top of Exclusive FC Zone: 1620 FT
Oahe: 4,303,000 AF

26.5% of Total Flood Control Storage
| St. Paul &
; : Top of Exclusive FC Zone: 1375 FT
Top of Exclusive FC Zone: 1423 FT o Fort Randall: 2,294,000 AF
Big Bend: 177,000 AF _i B l G 14.1% of Total Flood Control Storage
1.1% of Total Flood Control Storage _ -
__~ Top of Exclusive FC Zone: 1210 FT— P —
Gavins Point: 108,000 AF s \
0.7% of Total Flood Control Storage —| G#X: :? O Sioux C|ty
Ch t Des Moines
eyenneg ~
Lincoln &y
A Denver
Topeka &
LEGEND Jefferson City o

Missouri River Basin

Q Capitol City

The six Mainstem dams on the Missouri River work together as a system to store
water from the hundreds of tributaries that flow into the Missouri River, from

mountain and plains snowmelt runoff and from rainfall. The Mainstem dams vary
greatly in their storage capacity. Above you can see the dams’ size relative to one

another and their location in the Missouri River Basin.

The six Mainstem dams, working together as a system, are Congressionally

authorized to store water for eight purposes. Storage in the reservoir system is

divided into four operating zones. As a whole system, the
hold 73.1 million acre feet of water.

To prepare for the next runoff season, the Corps must evacuate water from the flood
control zones of all six dams by the end of the previous year. This means that water

stored in the Fort Peck reservoir will eventually travel the

released from Gavins Point and continue to St. Louis where the Missouri River

meets the Mississippi River.

Congressionally Authorized Purposes
of the Missouri River Mainstem System

Flood Control
Navigation
Irrigation
Hydropower
Water Quality Control
Water Supply
Recreation
Fish and Wildlife

(3.1 MAF
63.4 MAF

six Mainstem dams can

length of the system, be 56.8 MAF

17.9 MAF

In Million
Acre Feet

System Zones & Allocations
of the Total Storage Capacity

Exclusive Flood Control 6%

Types of Missouri River Basin Runoff:
What Adds Water to the System?
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Plains Showmelt
(March to April)

Fort Peck

Rainfall

Mountain Showmelt
(May to July)
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Rainfall
(March to October)
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